
EIFL webinar 
 

The Google Books decision –  
what it is and why it is important for 

libraries 
 

Tuesday, 24 November 2015 





The Google Books Decision: 
What it is and why it is important for libraries 

Jonathan Band 



Google Books Litigation Family Tree

2004 

October 16, 2015 

Google announces Library Project: scan and snippet display 

2005 5 Publishers sue Google Authors Guild (AG) sues 
Google in class action 

2008 
Parties agree to global class action settlement 
with publisher sub-class and author sub-class; 

settlement allows preview, consumer purchase of 
full text, institutional subscription 

Settlement authorizes 
Research Corpus, which is 

included in HathiTrust 
(HT) 

2009 
A!er opposition from Justice Department and 

foreign rights holders, parties agreed to Amended 
Settlement Agreement, which eliminates most 

foreign books 

2010 Judge Chin holds fairness hearing 
American Society of 

Media Photographers 
sues Google 

2011 Judge Chin rejects settlement because of 
opposition of class members AG sues HT 

5/2012 
Judge Chin certifies author class 
and finds associational standing 

10/2012 5 Publishers settle 
with Google 

Judge Baer finds that HT 
is fair use 

6/2013 Second Circuit reverses class 
certification 

11/2013 Judge Chin rules that Library 
Project is a fair use 

2014 ettle Second Circuit rules that 
HT is fair use 

2015 Second Circuit rules that Library 
Project is a fair use 
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Implications  for  Libraries  in  Other  Countries	

	

	

•  Snippets  viewable  globally	

•  Not  a  legal  precedent  in  countries  without  fair  use	

•  But  provides  basis  for  advocacy  to  adopt  fair  use	

•  Encourages  national  digitization  projects	




Question time 



EIFL  webinar  and  blog  on  fair  use,  October  2015  
  

h=p://www.eifl.net/news/civil-­‐‑law-­‐‑judges-­‐‑are-­‐‑more-­‐‑capable-­‐‑applying-­‐‑fair-­‐‑use	




Thank you! 
 


